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AN ACT

                       

IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

                                              

To amend section 104 of the District of Columbia Public Works Act of 1954 to improve the
efficiency and amount of collections, to increase compliance with payment of the bills, and
to aid in the enforcement of delinquent water and sewer liens.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, That this
act may be cited as the “Water and Sewer Authority Collections Clarification Amendment Act of
2003”.

Sec. 2.  Section 104(a) of the District of Columbia Public Works Act of 1954, approved
May 18, 1954 (68 Stat. 102; D.C. Official Code § 34-2407.02), is amended to read as follows:

"(a)(1)  Except as provided in subsections (c) and (d) of this section, if an owner of real
property fails to pay District water and sanitary sewer service charges in full accordance with
section 103, for all bills rendered which remain unsatisfied for 60 days or more the Mayor may file
a certificate of delinquency with the Recorder of Deeds. 

"(2)  Upon filing, the certificate of delinquency shall constitute a continuing lien
against the real property and show the amount of unpaid charges for District water and sanitary
sewer services. The continuing lien shall be for the current full amount of the unpaid water and
sanitary sewer service charges, penalties, interest, and administrative costs.  

"(3)  The Mayor may enforce the lien if any water and sanitary sewer service
charges remain unpaid for more than 180 days from the date the bill is rendered or for more than
15 days after a final decision of an appeal challenging the bill, whichever is later in the same
manner that real property tax liens are enforced pursuant to Chapter 13 and Chapter 13A,
Subchapter IV of Title 47 of the District of Columbia Official Code. 

"(4)  The real property  may be sold for the unpaid water and sanitary sewer
charges, penalties, interest and administrative costs at a tax sale in accordance with the provisions
for the sale of property for delinquent real property taxes pursuant to Chapter 13 of Title 47 of
the District of Columbia Official Code. 

"(5)  If any real property sold for unpaid water and sanitary sewer service charges
is not redeemed by the owner within 180 days from the date of sale, including payment of 2%
interest for each month until the property is redeemed, the Mayor shall furnish a deed to the
purchaser or holder of the certificate of sale in accordance with D.C. Official Code § 47-1304. 

"(6)  Proceeds from the sale that represent unpaid water charges shall be credited
to the Water and Sewer Enterprise Fund of the District of Columbia as established by D.C.
Official Code § 47-375(g).".
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Sec. 3. Fiscal impact statement.
The Council adopts the fiscal impact statement in the committee report as the fiscal impact

statement required by section 602(c)(3) of the District of Columbia Home Rule Act, approved
December 24, 1973 (87 Stat. 813; D.C. Official Code § l-206.02(c)(3)).

Sec. 4. Effective date.
This act shall take effect following approval by the Mayor (or in the event of veto by the

Mayor, action by the Council to override the veto), a 30-day period of Congressional review as
provided in section 602(c)(1) of the District of Columbia Home Rule Act, approved December
24, 1973 (87 Stat. 813; D.C. Official Code § 1-206.02(c)(1)), and publication in the District of
Columbia Register.
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