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AN ACT

                       

IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

__________________

To require individual and group health plans and health insurers to provide coverage for
prescribed, orally administered chemotherapy medication on a basis no less favorable
than coverage offered for intravenously administered or injected cancer medications.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, That this
act may be cited as the “Chemotherapy Pill Coverage Act of 2009”.

Sec. 2.  Definitions
For the purposes of this act, the term: 

(1)  "Group health plan" means an employee welfare plan (as defined in section
3 (1) of the Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974, approved September 2, 1974
(88 Stat. 829; 29 U.S.C. § 1002(1)), to the extent that the plan provides medical care and
includes items and services paid for as medical care to employees or their dependents (as
defined under the terms of the plan) directly or through insurance, reimbursement, or otherwise.

(2)  "Health insurance coverage" means benefits consisting of medical care
(provided directly, through insurance or reimbursement, or otherwise and includes items and
services paid for as medical care) under any hospital or medical service policy or certificate,
hospital, or medical service plan contract, or health maintenance organization contract offered
by a health insurer.

(3)  “Health insurer” means any person that provides one or more health benefit
plans or insurance in the District, including an insurer, a hospital and medical services
corporation, a fraternal benefit society, a health maintenance organization, a multiple employer
welfare arrangement, or any other person providing a plan of health insurance subject to the
authority of the Commissioner of the Department of Insurance, Securities, and Banking.

(4)  "Individual health plan" means a plan offering health insurance coverage
offered to individuals other than in connection with a group health plan.

Sec. 3.  Chemotherapy pill coverage.
(a)  An individual health plan or group health plan, and a health insurer offering health

insurance coverage that provides coverage for prescription drugs, shall provide health insurance
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coverage for prescribed, orally administered anticancer medication used to kill or slow the
growth of cancerous cells and the person receiving such prescribed medication shall have the
option of having it dispensed at any appropriately licensed pharmacy.

(b)  The health insurance coverage provided under this section shall be on a basis no less
favorable than coverage provided for intravenously administered or injected cancer
medications, for purposes of determining deductibles, benefit year or lifetime durational limits,
benefit year or lifetime dollar limits, lifetime episodes or treatment limits, copayment and
coinsurance factors, and benefit year maximum for deductibles and copayments and
coinsurance factors.

Sec. 4.  Applicability to group health plans.
This act shall apply to group health plans for years beginning on or after the effective

date of this act. 

Sec. 5.  Fiscal impact statement
The Council adopts the fiscal impact statement in the committee report as the fiscal

impact statement required by section 602(c)(3) of the District of Columbia Home Rule Act,
approved December 24, 1973 (87 Stat. 813; D.C. Official Code § 1-206.02 (c)(3)).

Sec. 6.  Effective date
This act shall take effect following approval by the Mayor (or in the event of veto by the

Mayor, action by Council to override the veto), a 30-day period of Congressional review as
provided in section 602(c)(1) of the District of Columbia Home Rule Act, approved December
24, 1973 (87 Stat. 813; D.C. Official Code § 1-206.02(c)(1)), and publication in the District of
Columbia Register.

                                                                         
Chairman
Council of the District of Columbia

                                                                         
Mayor 
District of Columbia
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