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"L COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
- . TR NOTIZE i

Yoo, V4 8272

"Jistrict of Columdig lelinguishient far Adoation
Reform Act of 1333",

Jursuant to Section 312 of tae Jisteict of Sgliania self-
overaeat and jovernnenty) “Roranizition A, 2, o, 15-193
T2 At the Touncil of tne Jisteict of olunaig 1doptad il
2. 5-135 on first and second readings, January 3, 1934 and
T1vdary 31, 1984, respectively. Following the signature of
the 4dayor on February 16, 1984, tnis legislation was assigned

Act No. 5-107, published in the February 24, 1984 edition of the

3.C. Register, (vol. 31 page 732) and transeitted to Ctagrigj

February 22, 1984 for a 30-day review, jﬁ lccoédancc with_@ict$' 3
i T - Elo A
602 (c)(1) of the Act. ¥ - S B W

The Council of the District of Colugbfa hereby gfves notice

that the 30-day Congrtssfonal'Rcvfew-!trt.t“htsvtfrfrct} and
therefore, cites this.enactment as J.C. Law 5-72, effectiye

April 4, 1984. : J— .j///

- Chairman of the Council

the 30-day Congrostiii!§~KCV!iuxrestott

2,29,24,27,28,29 T
%7.8,9,12,13,14,15,16,19,20,2V,22,23,26,27,




peLw5-T8 AN ACT
TERUAPROABM e AT5-107

EDr'r‘lln D AR

.3 THE COUNCIL OF THE DI:IT:[CT

A~ o -

FEB 16 1984
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T: arend An Act To requlate the plazing <f chi.dren :n
fam..y nores, and for other purpc:es, %o gJrant birsh
Lalents a ’.m‘ted automatic roght to wothidraw thierl:
content Co the relinguishment of parental rights and
£or sther purposes,

SE [T ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL C5F THE ZISTRICT OF COLUM3IA,
Trat thi: act may be cited as the "District of Columbia
iii.4.. nment fcr idoption Reform Act of 13830,
Sec. 2. Sec. 6 of An Act To regulate thé:placinq cf

ch..dren ;h family homes, and for other purposes, approved

Apra. 22, 1944 (58 Stat. 194; D.C. Code, sec. 32-1007(a)), D.C. Code,
) sec. 32-1007
ic amen .ol by striking subsection (a) in its entirecy and (1981 ed.)

irnserting . lieu thereof the following new subsections:
"(a){l) Whenever a licensed child-p.acing agency shall
hace beern ivern the permanent care and g:iardianship of any
i e beer terminated by order of tiie court f competent
jurisdiction OF by ‘ 1§!F11Y execured rel.nguishment of
parental rights, the ad;hcy is vested w:tl parental rights
and ray ;cui.ﬁf to the adoption of the :h:.d pursuant to the
stat.utes requlating adoption procedure. Minority of a
matwval ; aren®t shall not be a bar to such parent's
LwLanJuichnent to a4 licensed agency.
"(2) FTor purposes of this section, l.:censed

1



chi.d-placing agency' shall mean any child-placing agency

iicensed pursuant to this chapter or any child-placing
agency l.censed or authorized by any state, territory, or
possezcicn of the United States, ty the Commonwealth of
fuerts fizo, or by any foreign countiry or any state,
previnte tr other governmental diwvision of any fcre.in

STunTry t.r the care and placement cf m.

3

ors.

"

(c) Mo relinguishment of parental righ=s sha.. be
made w.t:.in the first seventy-two hours after birsth. Frior
Lo any re.ingulshment any corporat:ion, assoc:iation, or
pub.ic a:ency that conducts a licensed child-placing agyenly
srha.. przvide counseling by a professional soclal worker, to
the rel:nguishing parent regarding the alternative services
avallabl.e in addition to psychological and emééional

counsel:ng tc both the parent and the child.?;
"(z) Any relinquishment of parental rights executed by
a sing.e natural parent or by bcth natural parents, other
than by :curt order as provided in this subsection may be
automat.:cally revoked by a verified writing éxecuted by the
cin;le rarent or both parents respectively and submitted to
the agercy within ten calendar days of executing a legal
rel:nguishment. Where both natural parents ;xccuto a
relingquishment of pi;pnthl rights, other than by court
order, citﬁ?i“&arﬁht%;;y automat:cally revoke his or her
rolinqzshqﬁég‘éf pafcnzal rights by executing a verified
writing subiiﬂzod to‘tho agency within ten calendar days of
execut:ing the relinguishment. The rights of the parent not

seeking custody shall be termina%ed ar? such parent dhall



not have the power to obstruct the revocation. 1!f the tengihroiag Crivinal
day falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday, the

deadlines for filing the revocation shall -e extended to the

LeXl working day. No reiinyuishment of parental rights

shall be <onzidered final until the revccaticn perizd has

wxpired Wwith no revocation having kteen made by the ratyral
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FAITLUL O SUTImatic vl .ation of re.inTiithment an be
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(1) & waiting period of thirty days Zrom the date 3f

terrttanicn ol the first relinguishment zhall expire before a
felnd re_.njuishment can be executed. A relinquishment, :§¢
wxerzised a second time, shall be irrevocable, unless an

aiditional right to revoke is granted by court order upon a
finding £y the court that the relinquishment Qés not given
voluntarily, e.g., the relinquish-ent was ind;éed by fraud,
ccerc:on, material mistake or other factors that bear on a
dezerm:ration of voluntariness. =

"(e) =ny relinquishment of parental r:ghts and
vevocat:>n thereof may be transferred from one licensed
child=-p.azing agency to another child-p;a:iné‘agency in
wnich case the second agency shal. assume all the rights and
J.Z.er o: the first agency. ¥

"(f) Except in proceedings for adcption, no parent may

mrwise transfer to another his

voluntar:ly goilqnﬁoz“ &
rights and duties u;th'q:lpoct to the permanent care and
control of a child und.fulﬁ years of age, unless such

relingui:shment of parental rights is made to a licensed

childeplacing agency. Such relinquishment of parental s
Y




rigyhts snall be a statement in writing signed by the person R

o
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relinguizning such parental righ<s wno shall s.oscribe

nare <rnaeress and acknowledge the :zame Lafcre a

R
0

VA Tar e e rs 1 ~ L R U 9ige e o0 TS ;.
veszertative of the licensed :crni.d-placing Ljency :n the

- can~ & b = oA =) . -
Frecente oo at east ] withess. =zach *var_fay or
*ocijulosrment of parenta. rightz and any vevo-tation f cald
- - 1 py 5 - o - - N #
“alnZa. 200 shal. te regordei nd filed Ly the

Lled=TldTlng oagency in oa prsper.y ealed
“ivieiin . f the Superior Court fcr the District 5f Columi:ia
~lU01 .. days aiter the expirat::n of the revocat:on
per:>d. any oubseguent relinguiziment shall be Zi.ed by .=
-:ng agency in a proper.ly sea.2d file in the Tamily
2f the Superior Court cf =he District of Columbia
within :7 days after the date of relinguishment. The seal
of sa.z2 f£..e shall not be broken except for géod cause shown
~ne written order of a judge of saldhéourt.

.

"(3' The relinguic ont form used by the child-placing
agercy ~..all contain the following nctice <o the parent In
clear a2nd Jonspicuous language: .

“1l) notice to the relinguizhing rarent 2f the
rarent’ . sutomatic right of revocation within 1C calendar
days ¢::- the date of relinquishmen<t;

"2) notice that a relingquicshment i¢{ exerc:sed a
second .-e shall be ir¥;vocable;

"3) notice that the ch:l.d-placing agency has a
statut>:, ‘bligation to file all nctices of the
relinqu... .ment and revocation thereof with the Superior

-

oo B0 B Lkt LLotrXill of Columbia.
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"(h} Relinquishing parents shall be orally advised of curoll

+h L ‘
~helr rights as described in subsect.on (g3). T
childeplacing Ao all DK for s i

P.acing aren.’ na.i oral.y advise the rel:nju.zhing
rparent as to the nature and consequences result:ng fiom the

r- 34 —y e+ e - 1
2rerution of the relinguishment document griar *c

Sec. 4. Severabil.cty

If any provision of this act or the agp.icat:on thereof
*2 any person cr ti...mstances 1s held to be
unconstitutional or beyend the statuctory authouity of the
Counci. of the District of Columcia, or otherwise invalid,
such :nvalidity shall not affect other provz;{ons or
appli:-ations of the act which can be given ef?cct without
tne .nvalid provisicn or application, and to this end the
preciszions of this act are declared tc be iseverable.

oY oD s

Sec. 5. This act =hall take eftect a1tar a 30-day

rericd of Congressional review following approval by the

=5 0 L., *he event of veto by the llayor, action Dby the
~- -+ 5f the District 3¢ Celumbia to override the veto) as
previd=d in section ©C2(3)(1) of thie Jiotrlot ol Coiumbia

D.C. de,
See., 2=
(1981 vd.)
Note, D.C.

Code, sec.

1007

(1981 !d.)
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COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLL MBI
Council Period Five  Second Secsion

RECORD OF OFFICIAL COUNCIL VOTE
UM ET B 3'135

X am n Consent Calerdgr

X ACTION & DATE Adopted First Readmg, 1=-3-54
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. . “Jn\‘(" - ’\” | N _ y; 5/
d Secretary 10 ™e Council 7/ Oath
X rem ar Consent Calendar
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X ,OICE VOTE Unanimous R, . ¢
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O all present - e .
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TVOCH VORE: T
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mmm-mr e R— — 1 / =) )
R = =
: COUNCJL VEWBER AYE NAY M.V [AR cowcu.mun AYE [ NAY NV A.t,mm Anfmw NV AB
Crwm Coamag I MOORE, N T 1. lseagowa i T
Kchaweoac A L L weLson )i
JARVIS - 2T T ROLARK | T WANTER ! i
KANE T T enacKLETON T | }
— e - - -— - -+ + 1
MASON L SMITH A RS I § p==
o ingicates Vote A S — Absent NV — Prosent, net voling




